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assist the delusions of the Devil in such cases as
these, than to have it entertained among the peo-
ples that all the inspiration is from heaven; even
the Devil himself cannot desire a stronger auxiliar;
it is an assistance so natural to the delusions which
he is carrying on among men, that all his infernal
art cannot form an equivalent to it. And hence it
came to pass, at least I believe so, that the Devil
chose always that way of coming at the senses of
mankind, I mean by vision and dream, by voices in
the night, and by injections of midnight thoughts ;
because God himself had made use of the same
means to inspire the minds of men with divine
ideas ; and the Devil, by imitating the superior re-
velations, could not only enable his magicians and
southsayers, and such other instruments of delusion,
to impose their cheats upon the people, but could
even delude and impose upon those dreamers them-
selves too, persuading them to believe their inspi-
rations were from heaven, and that they had such
and such things revealed to them from the imme-
diate spirit of God, when it was only a flatus from
hell, throwing them into ecstacies, and as Balaam
said, being in a trance^ but with Ms eyes open, that
is to say, possessed with the witchcraft of an evil
spirit, as is said of the maid in the Acts, xvi. 16,
who had a spirit of divination, and brought to her
master great gain by southsaying, that is to say, by
speaking as the Devil dictated to her; nay, and
the text is plain in acknowledging that it was
the Devil that possessed her, for in the original you
have his name, what devil it was ; and if you want
a further explanation of him, you may have it too ;
his name is called Python, and some of your Bibles
(supposing for once that you read any) have it in
their margins what particular devil Python was,
whether an avaricious, a treacherous, a deceiving
devil; but some think it was the first, because she
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